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SITUATIONS VACANT 


For quality players to participate in unnecessary South American excursion. 
Successful applicants may be required for future pointless engagements. 
Position will be Initially situated in Antofagasta although future assignments may 
not be as glamourous. Possibility of winter trek to Kazakhstan efc. 
Applicants should also be warned of limited job security. 

Ability to create ‘loods o' chunces' preferred. Club form irrelevant. 

No previous experience essential, although experience in ultra-defensive 

formations should ensure a successful application. 
Ability to correctly fill out team-sheets a definite advantage. 
Previous applicants (except M Petersen) encouraged to re-apply. 
All applications treated in strictest confidence. 
Apply E.Thomson ¢/o Soccer Australia - P O Box 175, Paddington NSW 2021 


In this Issue: 

- Strikers put Hyundai treble within reach 
- South Melbourne - End of an era? 

- Have you weighed your balls lately? 


Plus - Win a Newcastle 
Breakers shirt - see page 29 
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The Australian Fans' Perspective 
P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 
For subscription details (and an amazing offer) see Page 31 


Editor: Kevin Christopher Asst. Editor: Harry Georgiadis 
Contributors: Lou Maratos, Nick Guoth, Anthony Fensom, Ewen Anderson, Chris Kunz, 
Graham Parsons, Cameron Atfietd, Peter Bayliss, Maurice Hawling, Wombat, Mr McPhee, 


You're probably sick of reading the next few paragraphs but in case you've 


just discovered 'SU', you should note the following: 


Remember - this is a fanzine! So don't be surprised to see some fairly controversial 
Stuff written over the next thirty-odd pages. The ‘SU’ crew may not agree with everything 
that our contributors send in, but as fans of Oz soccer they deserve to be heard. 
Just so you know: Anything without a by-line is knocked into shape by Kevin and/or 
Harry. And anything in a box is a general comment from 'SU' which conveys a view held by 
more than ofie person. Yep, we do read your letters, and any comments you have - good 
or otherwise - usually make it into these pages somewhere... 

Deadlines: In an effort to get 'SU' out on time each month the deadline for contributions is 
Now the 15th of each month. If there's nothing in the P O Box on the 15th, we'll go to print 
on that day. if the box is full, it could be a day or two late... 
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You canNOT be serious! 


Way back in May 1995 when soccer took a good, long, hard look at itself during the first (and 
only?) National Soccer Summit, David Hill announced that he had a vision of the Socceroos 


playing 16 intemationals a year, 12 of them at home. The economic realities of playing host to r—F 


second-string combinations has revealed to Hill the ‘cheaper option. 
That is, play away from home. Phase One was Scotland, good choice, good squad, gutsy effort, 
biah blah. Phase Two was Chile. You can imagine the reaction of the Euroroos. 

"Chile? For one game? Sorry Ed, but my team is facing a relegation battle / UEFA Cup 


_ Qualification battle (delete one) and, well, you know I'm committed for the big games but..” 


Well, that was to be expected. But the decision by ET to only call up players not involved in 
the Ericsson Cup finals was appalling. To top it off Joe Spiteri decides he wants to go anyway, 
and the squad is topped up with players suspended from the domestic competition who are a 
long way down the list of hopefuls for selection for the 'C' team. Why go at all? What was to be 
achieved? For a game that was originally pencilled in for Santiago it seems the Chileans gave us 
the welcome we deserve by now playing the match in Antofagasta. And to save you getting out 
your atlas we can tell you that the sea based town is closer to La Paz than Santiago. In terms of 
Prestige its like playing Japan in Wollongong. 


Once again the whole episode smacks of a tack of planning and, most importantly, 
consultation. The last few weeks of the inaugural Ericsson Cup season are now on the verge of 
collapsing into farce. With goal difference destined to play a part in the final standings a couple 
of big wins in the closing weeks against lower teams further weakened by the Chile escapade will 
cause some serious eyebrow raising. That's not to mention the upcoming Olympic play-off 
ripping the heart out of some championship contenders. 

We'll put our money up now. We bet that at least one coach blames his team's failure to 
snare the trophy on the 'raping' of his squad by Eddie Thomson, SocAus, or both. 


Footnote: Rumanian soccer officials have been criticised for scheduling only one match in the 
lead up to Euro '96. As Rumania has shown, there are many European countries who would 
weicome the Socceroos. As a famous tv commerical once {almost} said "Why didn't you call, 
David, why didn't ya call?” 


Shifting the goalposts ~ again! 

In a season that has already seen 15 date and 9 venue changes to the original Ericsson Cup 
fixture list, it should come as no surprise to see SocAus suddenly throw the competition on its 
head once more. Yet the revised schedule for the 1995/96 EC finals series seems to have 
missed the mark. 

Once again it seems that SocAus have shot themselves in the foot from a self-loaded gun. 
They have known for a LONG time that the 26th of May and the 2nd of June were biroed in for 
the play-off games, so why wait until March 31 to announce the amended dates? 

Enough said on that, but SocAus advises that the squad will travel to the US for a week-long 
training camp. Sensible? Maybe, in fact probably. The Olyroos will depart Australia on May 13, 
one day after the second legs of the opening round of finals. That ts thirteen days before the ist 
leg of the CONCACAF play-off, yet only two days before the minor semi-final - a game that may 
have featured between six and eight Olyroo squad members. 

But if they are departing on the 13th, and the CONCACAF qualifiers are played (in Edmonton) 
between the 10th and 19th, then is it not sensible for the squad to witness a couple of games 
against their upcoming opponents? Canada play Costa Rica and Mexico play Jamaica in a 
double header on the 17th before Canada meet Mexico in what is expected to be the ‘final’ on 
the 19th. Do we assume that only ET or Les will be heading for Edmonton for a scouting report? 
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Did that REALLY happen? 


On the field... 

MARCH 

16 - David Zdrilic is the hero with a last minute winner against a faltering Brisbane, while a 
Perinovic goal is enough to give Canberra victory over Wollongong. UTSO pick up their 
first paint in four games with a 1-1 draw at Morwell. 

17 - Adelaide City remain within a point of the six with a 2-1 home win over Sth Melb, while 
neither the Knights nor Marconi can find the net at Somers St. In NSW Super League 
action Adamstown def Blacktown to head the standings after six rounds. 

20 - Midweek action sees South Melbourne torment their fans for another week with a 3-2 
win over Morwell while Sydney Utd notch up a regulation win over Newcastle. More bad 
news for Brisbane with a 0-2 loss at Somers St, making it three losses on the trot and over 
tive hours since they last scored. 

22 - Sydney Utd will view a 1-1 draw at Wollongong as two valuable points dropped.... 

23 - ...as Brisbane finally get back on a winning track with a Frank Farina goal in the last 
minute enough to secure a 3-2 victory over Newcastle. Marconi end Morwell's faint finals 
hopes with a 4-0 drubbing. Meanwhile, in NSWSL things are getting awfully congested at 
the top where league leaders Adamstown crash 0-2 at home to Central Coast and drop to 
fifth. Leichhardt are the new leaders but seventh placed Suthertand is only three points 
behind following a rash of draws. 

24 - South Mélbourne fans can still dream as 2 3-2 win over Canberra sees them stay 
within nine points with seven matches to play. UTSO and Adelaide City draw 1-1 at 
Leichhardt when both teams badly needed to win. An Ayrton Andrioli goal is enough to 
temporarily halt the Knights juggernaut and give West Adelaide some breathing space. 
The Victorian Premier League resumes following a month long break for the Dockerty Cup, 
and Sunshine assume outright leadership with a seventh straight victory. Melbourne 
Wanrriors can only draw 1-1 at Bulleen. Over in Auckland the Oz Womens team begin a 
three nation toumament with a 3-0 win against New Zealand... 

25 - ,..and 24 hours later defeat South Korea 1-0 to take a stranglehold on the event. 

27 - The impossible dream? South Melbourne win 2-1 at Wollongong to suddenly have 
their destiny in their own hands. UTSO drop more points in a 1-1 draw at Canberra, West 
Adelaide finish 1-1 at Morwell, while Adelaide City show its far from over with a stunning 3- 
0 win over league leaders Marconi. There's life in the championship race yet.... 

28 (early hours of) - Ally McCoist scores in his 50th intemational to send the visiting 
Australians away from Glasgow with a 0-1 defeat. 

29 - ....as the Melboume Knights win 4-1 at Newcastle with Ice Kutlesovski nabbing a 
couple. Remember that name. Back in Auckland the women go down to Sth Korea 1-2... 
30 - ... but bounce back to defeat the hosts 2-0 and clinch the title. Back home again, and 
Morwell’s nightmare run continues with a 1-6 hammering at Brisbane. Rod Brown and 


Frank Farina score two each. Marconi are lucky to escape with a 2-2 at home to Canberra. 


31 - Sydney Utd pull off the great escape at Lakeside where Sean Babic scores a late 
winner for a 2-1 win, and ending South Melbourne's season. Norman Tome scores the 
only goal of the game aginst Wollongong to give UTSO their first win in seven matches. 

In the Adelaide derby, Ad City send a clear signal to the bookies with a 3-0 blitz of the co- 
tenants. In Victoria the big top-of-the-table clash between Sunshine & Melbourne Warriors 
ends in a 2-2 draw, allowing Altona to snatch second place after a 3-0 win at Nth Geelong. 
In NSWSL, Leichardt Tigers defeat Bankstown 2-1 to lead the table by one point from 
Parramatta and Adamstown 

APRIL 

2 - Paul Agostino and David Seal are both on the scoresheet in Bristol City's 3-2 win at 
Hull. The attendance is 2,641. 


6 - David Seal is on target again for his 14th goal of the season. In Oz, ‘Super Saturday’ 
sees six matches but scoring is scarce ‘cept at Sydney Utd where the sending off of Robert 
Enes alters the course of the match dramatically. The Knights storm home and two fate 
goals snare a 4-2 win. The victory sees them move into second spot following UTSO's 1-2 
defeat at South Melbourne. Little else to report, although West Adelaide carve out a crucial 
4-0 win at Canberra on the first leg of their road trip. 

8 - An early kick-off at Somers St sees the Knights go to the top of the table for a few hours 
after demolishing Morwell 5-1. Itis the seventh time this season that Morwell have 


conceded four or more goals. Adelaide City's 4-2 win at Newcastle means they still haven't _giger -" jem 


ce 


been beaten since their 1-7 hammering at Suncorp in February. Marconi go back to the top "Wa gw 


with a comprehensive 3-0 win over Sth Melb while Kimon Taliadores scores a crucial 88th 
minute winner at Leichhardt against Sydney Utd, dumping SU out of the top six, Pablo 
Cardozo is another round 30 hero with a late winner for West Ad at Brandon Park after the 
Sharks were two goals down, while Brisbane see off Canberra to remain fourth. 

12 - Frank Farina scores the only goal at Wollongong to give the Strikers a fair chance of 
snatching a top two spot.... ; 

43 - South Melboume give stand-in coach Angie Postecoglou a great start to his 3 week 
stint with a 2-1 home win over West Adelaide while Canberra beat Newcastle 2-0 

14 - Robert Ironside scores the winner as UTS down league leaders Marconi 2-1 in front of 
almost 12,000 fans. The big news is in Adelaide where Ad City thump the Knights 5-0. 
That man Mori is on target again with two more. 

49 - The wooden spoon battle is effectively decided as Wollongong win 2-0 at Newcastle. 
20 - Brisbane cement a finals spot as Frank Farina gets both goals in a 2-0 home win over 
South Melbourne. Adelaide City can't finish in the top two after drawing 0-0 at Morwell. 

21 - The Knights regroup after their flogging at Hindmarsh to whip Canberra 5-0 at Somers 
Street. Adrian Cervinski is on target twice. Sydney United stay in the hunt for a finals spot 
with a 1-1 draw at home to Marconi while West Adelaide blow the whole minor premiership 
race wide open by defeating UTS 3-2. Any one of four teams can now finish the regular 
season on top of the table. !t should be some final round.... ‘ 


... and off 


MARCH 

40 - Everybody is still trying to work out the implications of Collingwood's acceptance into 
the Ericsson Cup - and Carlton's acceptance for the 97/98 season. Rumours are already 
spreading like wildfire that the agreement between Collingwood and Heidelberg (sorry, 
Melboume Wantiors) is viewed in contrasting fashions by both parties. Should make for an 
interesting first board meeting.... : 

42 - AFL chief executive Ross Oakley asks Collingwood for a more detailed report on the 
Warriors deal. Not to be deterred, the Warriors claim they are also in the running for lan 
Rush's signature (who DO they think they are kidding?) and Eddie Kmcevic is touted as a 
possible coach. 

26 - Thomastown Zebras president Joe Mirrabella jumps before he is pushed, with insiders 
claiming he was prepared to get into the Ericsson Cup at any cost. 

27 - Steve Mautone signs for West Ham United in a $120,000 deal. 

30 - SocAus announces a re-scheduling of the finals dates, bringing the grand final forward 
two weeks. 


APRIL 

4 - Zoran Matic's name is the latest to crop up regarding the Warriors coaching post. 

8 - When questioned on 3AW, Collingwood president Kevin Rose is unable to provide any 
insight into the Warriors debacle. He wasn't being cagey either. He just didn't know the 
most basic facts. How long can this charade go on? 

9 - Springvale City sack coach Gus MacLeod who had been in charge for nine years - 
surely some sort of record! 


et 


Breakers / Mariners deal brings tangible improvements 


Newcastle Breakers are certainly pleased with the relationship they have with the 
Hunter Mariners rugby league franchise despite the problems with the Murdoch-backed 
Super League saga. Breakers Stadium has enjoyed significant improvements to the 
facilities since the deal with the Mariners was sealed, with 46 corporate boxes having the 
provision for television replays and the new television broadcast area is reputedly one of 
the best in Australia. Perhaps it might encourage SocAus to organise some telecasts next 
season? 

The stadium has also seen improved signage areas for sponsors, promotional entertain- 
ment areas and new change rooms, The complex now houses four large fully equipped 
change rooms, full size medical area, massage room and media area, as well as a fenced 
disabled viewing area on the side line. Additional asphalt in the car park has not gone 
unnoticed either. All up, things are [ooking rosy for the club off the field and as any 
experienced sports administrator will tell you you've got to get it right off the field before you 
can start winning on it. Let's just hope they can hold on to some of their most talented 
startets. 


Another fan with a reason to be shirty... 


Browsing the Internet recently somebody came across an unofficial South Melbourne web 
site - which is still in the formative stage - and found another fan disgruntled about the price 
of a South Melboume replica shirt. $95 seems bloody ludicrous when you consider the 
range of club shirts from around the globe available for $20-$30 less. If this is South's idea 
of "value-for-money" then they'll have trouble expanding their support base. 


Legal eagle dealings continue to drag on.... 


The ongoing legal saga between SocAus and Marconi president Tony Labbozzetta has had 
another delay with the squabble due to resume in the court on May17. Sydney Supreme 
Court Justice Kim Santow at least refused to defer the showdown until Marconi's Licensing 
Board problems have been resolved. As he pointed out, that long running saga could have 
many miles in it and it would be preferable to get the SocAus/Labbozzetta stouch out of the 
way. But if Tony and Marconi are eventually found not guilty of any breaches of the 
Licensing Act then SocAus could face further problems for insisting on Tony’s removal as 
Marconi's representative. It's all very boring of course but in the meantime some parties 
are losing more than others. in the ASF Ltd financial statement for 1995 it states Marconi 
Travel only received $49,420 dollars for services rendered compared to $235,102 in 1994, 
a result of the SocAus policy designed to deflect accusations of favoured treatment. 


And while on the subject... 


The financial statement makes an interesting read (if you're into that sort of thing) but 
there's also a few items to keep the non-accountants interested as well. 

For example, did you know that a $200,000 bank guarantee has been established in favour 
of The Honourable D.G.Stewart for possible defamation actions arising from the Stewart 
Report? 

Did you know that revenue from merchandising dropped from $91,088 to $12,652 over the 
twelve months? Okay, so you probably could’ve guessed that one, but what about 
televsion & radio royalties and subsidies dropping from $1,273,739 to $454,105? On the 
positive side the revenue from signage income was up from $5,000 to $112,096. 


Finally, some good news for ‘Studs Up’ 
‘SU’ has been contacted by the project co-ordinator of the Euro '96 Football Expo (to be 


held in Sheffield from May 21) and been invited to ‘show our wares’ as it were. Naturaily, 
we're fairly excited about the prospect of showing the world how well the game is run here, 


and as usual we openly encourage all fans to state their views in the issues to be displayed 
in England. At press time there are plans to display a fully-downloadable multi-media 
version of ‘SU' (fo be available on the Internet) so don't pass up this opportunity to let the 
world know how you see it. Not just the rest of the country. 





Get the book out! 


Yellow card to Adelaide City coach John Perin for his recent outburst in which he advised 
ET not to pick any of his players in future Socceroo friendlies. He was angered that Alex 
Tobin's call-up to Glasgow had disrupted Ad City’s preparations. While we have some 
sympathy for clubs that have had their seasons disrupted and their playing schedule 
altered by intemational commitments, Perin’s comments smack of sour grapes. He should 
be working with SocAus to fine-tune next season's draw and not whining to the media. 

In any case, he must surely realise that the Socceroos must always take prionty. 


Yellow card to Soccer Australia for the continuing uncertainty surrounding the Collingwood 


Wantiors saga. It seems the board accepted the joint Collingwood / Heidelberg application spay 7 yee, 
rE ee 


on face value without REALLY investigating the proposal which has led to some awfully 
embarrassing responses from all parties when the difficult questions are asked. We stand 
by what we have suggested previously. There should be one set of rules for everybody, 
and the Collingwood Warriors are a long way from kicking off. 


Yellow card to South Australia Premier League team Croydon Kings for not checking their 
team sheets ala Olyroos. You'd think every soccer team since then would be that extra bit 
careful. 


Red card to Tom Anderson. Perhaps a bit harsh, and it's difficult to pin-point a specific 
offence worthy of cardboard but his general comments are hardly worth SBS paying for. 
His overseas round-up on 'On the Ball’ on Sunday momings amounts to little more than a 
results service which Kyle could do twice as quick and with half as many pronunciation 
errors. Does SBS really believe that if you've watched soccer for fifty years you deserve a 
spot on national television? While we're on the subject of questionable guests, why have 
‘OtB' felt the need to drag in Tony Palumbo each week for the totally pointless Euro '96 
segment? You won't convince me that reminding us of how they qualified and who they 
meet in England is worth taking up five minutes of time which could be devoted to 
Australian soccer. Surely those sort of segments are for programs like World Soccer? 


We've had a couple of requests for a leaderboard for this section and at the risk of 
being called negative again we thought it might make interesting reading. 

Judge for yourself, is there anyone on this list that hasn't deserved cardboard? 

1. Eddie Thomson (3 reds, 2 yellows) 

2. Danny Tiatto (2 reds) 

3. VSF (4 yellows) 

4. South Melboume (3 yellows) & John Markovski (3 yellows) 

6. Mirko Bazic (2 yellows), Peter Desira (2 yellows) & FIFA (2 yellows) 


When winning is just too hard, why bother playing? 


Is there anybody out there who is frustrated by the format of Soccerpools? You are looking 
for six score draws (preferably 3-3 or 2-2) but because of the ‘countback' method you really 
need to know about the happenings in the 3rd & 4th divisions in terms of injuries, lengthy 
suspensions etc. But just imagine for a moment if the fixture list was tipped upside down 
so that the majority of the 'winning' numbers involved matches in the Premier League and 
the 1st division - of which there is far more information available to the average punter. 
It's all very well trying to keep us in the dark, and in turn reducing the event into a lottery, 
but surely its affecting their tumover. And while we're on the subject of the Pools, will the 
Ericsson Cup finai{s) feature on the coupon? You'd like to think so but we have a feeling.... 


ot 


"And how can you go into raptures over the 0-0 draw with Australia who know as 
much about football as the Duke of Edinburgh knows about playing the bagpipes” 
- Alex Gordon, World Soccer, April 1986 


“In Australia, bagpipes count as entertainment instead of torture" 
- Clive James, 1995 


Scotland v Australia 


Dunno about you, but every time | hear bagpipes | remember THAT night at Olympic Park 
back in 1985. The night we dreamed of Mexico, and the empty feeling after the game as | sat 


2a Oy on the concrete steps in the outer wondering which pub ! was going to drown my sorrows in. 


The worst part was that Scotland were missing key players that night and we still couldn't 
score. To be honest, Scotland weren't that good. As you probably remember, seven months 
later Scotland failed to progress from the 'Group of Death’ after failing to score against 10 man 
Unuguay in their final group match. My suspicions were confirmed. Australia didn't really 
derserve to go to Mexico. 

But ten years, three months and twenty-three days after that fateful WC qualifier at 
Olympic Park, Australia got their chance to show the likes of Alex Gordon that Australia DOES 
know a bit about football. Well, on the field, anyway. While the administrators try to come to 
grips with how to run the game our Euroroos had the chance to show the fans back home 
what they have learnt on their travels. Regardless of the result, playing In Glasgow was 
evidence of the Socceroos growing reputation. Perhaps more importantly, it vindicated the 
belief that with most of our first XI playing in Europe, such games represent the future. The 
days of a second-string Socceroo team playing second rate teams in Australia during the 
European season are hopefully over. The game also represented our first step towards 
building a team that should reach France in 1998. It was the first time most of our players had 
played in the same team since the 1993 World Cup qualifiers. Let's hope it's the first of many 
such get-togethers. 


As befitting a friendly, the stadium was half-full, the Hampden Roar had become a whine 
and both sides set out cautiously with experimental line-ups. Carl Veart was left on his own 
up front to battle it out with the imposing Colin Hendry. Veart looked like little boy jost in the 
first half, chasing passes that never arrived and trying to hold up the ball for midfielders who 
tarely crossed the half-way line. A.Vidmar and Amold spent most of the first half hour trying to 
tackle back and deny McStay and McAllister any space. Aurelio was probably our best player 
in the first half, floating all over the park and putting in an enormous amount of work. The 
Socceroos were hardly troubled by the Scots either. Tobin and Popovic marked Spencer and 
McCoist diligently, giving neither a chance. Sweeper Steve Horvat was only called on once or 
twice. As the crowd was lulled to sleep, John Collins curled a free-kick that Bosnich 
acrobatically tipped over after 25 minutes. Neither T.Vidmar or Van Blerk attacked down the 
flanks. Only once in the first half did the Scots threaten. On 28 minutes Spencer & Burley 
exchanged passes with Spencer putting in a low cross that deceived the defence and that a 
sliding McCoist couldn't touch into the net. 

It was a frustrating half. A cautious approach by Australia in the first twenty minutes was 
understandable but for the entire half was ludicrous. What was it exactly that we feared? 
Charlie Yankos summed it up at half-time when he said that the '85 Socceroos wouldn't have 
minded playing against this Scotland and in front of such a quiet crowd. 

Despite the quality of players we have available now, it seems we still suffer from a huge 
inferiority complex when it comes to intemational soccer. The way Scotland was built up you 
would have thought we were playing Brazil in Rio. tn fact what we were playing was a second 
rate European country. Scotland used to have Souness, Strachan, Dalglish and Hansen, now 
they have McKinlay, Boyd, Burley and Hendry. Enough Said 


Naturally it was disappointing to see Pau! Okon, Craig Moore and Ned Zelic miss the 
Glasgow intemational, but at least it gave players such as Popovic, Tobin and Horvat a 
chance to showcase their ability. In modem soccer's physically competitive environment no 
team can avoid injuries or always play the best XI. This makes our depth even more vital. If 
we are to qualify for the World Cup and give a good account of ourselves in France its 
imperative we have a squad of quality players like Popovic, Tobin and Horvat who can fill in 
when the ‘stars’ are injured. 


You could sense the second half was going to be of a higher tempo. Both sides began 
actually attacking each other and not like the opening forty-five minutes, backing off as if 
scared of catching a communicable disease. John Spencer was moved into midfield with 
Gallagher replacing O'Neill and Booth coming on for Paul McStay. It was Australia however 
who charged out of the starting blocks and created a great chance. Corica charged to the 
goal line and cut back a pass that Veart embarrassingly missed. The ball fell to A. Vidmar 
whose shot was too weak to beat the diving Leighton. 

Steve Corica at this time was running the show. He had played as if in a coma up 'til now 
but his wonderful touches, feints and dummies were a joy to watch. Just when we thought we 
might actually win the game, Aurelio Vidmar lost the ball to Kevin Gallagher. The injury prone 
winger crossed brilliantly for McCoist to dart in front of the ball-watching Popovic and head 
across Bosnich and into the net. Normal service was resumed several minutes later when 
Leighton had to dive low to turn away a viciously swerving Van Blerk free kick. tt was the end 
of the Socceroos as an attacking force for much of the second half. A McCoist reverse pass 
nearly put Spencer away. In quick succession a Spencer header was tipped over by Bosnich 
and after the resultant McAllister corner, Bosnich smothered McCoist's header. 

it had been truly poor marking to allow McCoist such a free header on goal and for a while 
the Socceroos were teetering on the brink of a heavier defeat. That they didn't was in no 
smali measure due to Mark Bosnich. He saved one powerful John Collins shot but was lucky 
when a punch fell straight to McCoist who skied over the bar. 


The game now had a greater flow with little marking by either midfield. Van Blerk was 
lucky not to concede a penalty when he clearly fell on substitute Pat Nevin in the box. 
Australia had a chance to salvage a draw when Corica (who suddenly felt like playing again) 
shot weakly from the six yard box when well placed. In the last minute, he again tumed it on 
when he beat one Scot and shot wildly with Arnold unmarked and fuming on the goal line. 

The game didn't tell us anything we didn't know. Our strength is clearly in our defence with 
Bosnich a truly world class player. It also proved once again that scoring is a problem. Still, it 
was great to see our best XI on the park again and for that reason alone the exercise was 
worthwhile. Now if only we hadn't paid the Scots so much respect in the first half... 


Footnote: We at 'SU' take a fairly keen interest in what the Euroroos are up to at club level 
and are therefore prepared for most selections. But George Kulscar? We have to admit, we 
had forgotten about him. Our admittedly incomplete records on Belgian soccer indicate he did 
not start a league match for Antwerp during the 91/92 season. We don't know why. Jn fact 
we don’t know much more than that. If anyone can fill us in, please do. 


Does Zelic need Australia? Does Australia need Zelic? 
Probably yes. In fact, almost certainly yes. But only if it is a fit and motivated Zelic. 
Not a worried, out of form Zelic. In cricket parlance, he has not put the runs on the board 
since returning from serious injury a couple of seasons back. Is ET tikely to start with Zelic in 
a crucial WC tie if he has played four first team games in three months? 
Remember, we are trying to BUILD a team, not pick one, as Frank Arok once said. 

It would appear that some deep cracks are developing in the famous 'Oz camaraderie’, with 
some players carrying on like prima donnas but this is nothing new. Some have widened 
alarmingly at times (who could forget Farina and Slater shaping up at training in Oct '93) but 
with reports of player unrest with ET’s tactics comes the threat of anarchy. Just how DO the 
players think we should play. Do they - like the fans - believe Thomson's ‘system is dated, 
unimaginative, generally too defensive, etc, etc... 

Hf you believe what you read on the Internet there are real divisions just around the corner... 
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Yep, regular contributor Nick Guoth is back with his monthly report... 


NEWS FROM THE CAPITAL 


The news from Canberra is not good with regard to the Cosmos. The team made a brief move 
towards gaining 9th place from Morwell, but this disappeared when they scored 0 points from the 
Easter week-end. The worst problem for the team is the lack of a real striker, a Damian Mori or a 
Frank Farina, someone who can put away the easy chance without hesitation. The last 4 matches 
have shown just how evident this is. | 

Not all the results have looked bad with draws against both UTS Olympic in Canberra and a 
‘come from behind’ 2-2 draw at Marconi where the visitors were definitely the better team. Had 
the Cosmos put away just some of their chances, both of these would have been easy wins - as 
would have games against both West Adelaide and Brisbane, in Brisbane. 

Coach Mike Lyons has not been hiding this problem and during a recent T.V. interview he | 
stated plainly that he would be looking for two more imports from England or Scotland to help ! 
bolster the team. My belief is that there will be a number of changes in the line-up come ! 
September. This season the Canberra team has had 30 players on their books at one stage or 1 
another, four of these have been goalkeepers. The latest has been local Tony Giannasca who will 
be fighting for the first keeper spot with young Danny Milosevic come next season. For those who 


have heard rumours, Danny will stay in Canberra. The other positions are all up for grabs and it 
i om should be interesting to see who remains for another season and who gets dumped. 


— 


Since this is the last edition of ‘SU’ before the Finals series, | guess as a regular contributor it 
would be amiss of me not to have a go at tipping the finals. First, the fight between Marconi and 
the Knights will get more Intense, but given that Marconi have to play two local derbies, I'd put my 
money on Melbdume to take out the minor premiership. Olympic will finish 3rd with Adelaide, 
Brisbane and West Adelaide taking the final positions. Yes, Sydney United will continue their 
slide out of the Top 6. In the finals, Olympic and Adelaide will win with Adelaide going one step 
further with a great victory in what could be the final match at Leichhardt Oval. Marconi and 
Melboume will have two great matches, but with Spiteri being sent off at a crucial moment in the 
second match, Marconi will gain entry to the Grand Final. Melboume and Adelaide will be missing 
a number of players for the Chile game, but Mori will stand out and Adelaide will continue to yet 
another final. On to Parramatta Stadium for the Final on May 26th. Marconi to take it all! 


Meanwhile the ACT Academy are now in a fighting race to make the Top 4 after one or twa 
not-so-good results. But they have fought back and recent wins against Marconi and QAS have 
boosted their chances. Marconi and the AIS are on top and will qualify. It will come to see who ; 
will miss out of Sydney Utd, UTS Olympic and the Academy. tn the Marconi game, Jimmy Baxter \ 
provided a great left foot volley to win the game. This was their second defeat of Marconi, and 
the only team to have done this all season. 

Continuing the description of the local scene, the last few weeks have seen the early rounds of 
the Federation Cup competition. Here there were only 16 teams playing a straight knockout. On 
Easter Monday the quarter-finals were played. Weston Creek and Canberra Deakin both won by 
six goal margins whilst 1st Division Monaro caused an upset by defeating Tuggeranong 2-1 in 
extra time and Belconnen Utd beat Juventus 3-2, also in extra time. The draw for the semi-finals 
has not been released yet. The local season for all teams commenced on Saturday April 13th 
with the State League playing on Saturday and the Premier League on Sunday. The Premier 
League has 10 teams playing 1st, Reserves and Youth. There are 4 Divisions in the State 
Leagues with only the ist Division having a reserves team. For those interested in more details of 
the ACT Leagues who have connection to the Internet, they should look up the following URL: 
http://toucan.anu.edu.aw/ACT. htal 

This has complete details about the teams, grounds, draw for the Premier League, Federation 
Cup results, tables etc. Hopefully, it will be updated each Monday or Tuesday with results. Look 
forward to some of the best coverage of ACT soccer for quite some time. Also, there is a link to | 
the Canberra Cosmos Home Page from this; a comprehensive set of pages giving player details 
as well as Match reports, and even a few reports from other great games that ! have attended in 
either Sydney or Wollongong. 


Anyone wanting to act as a player agent better be cashed up to start with, 
as Harry Georgiadis wonders 


Are secret agents a thing of the past? 


Perhaps the Stewart Report and all its 
subsuquent controversy was not in vain 
after all As the media and Justice 
Stewart became embroiled in wild goose 
chases against ET, Les Schienflug and 
others the reason for the investigation in 
the first place (to look into the transfers of 
Paul Okon and others to Europe) became 
lost amidst the scandal. Better Jate than 
never, Soccer Australia placed several 
ads in the press recently inviting player 
agents to apply for a FIFA endorsed 
license. On January 1, 1995 FIFA 
introduced strict player agent guidelines 
in a bid to clamp down on shady agents 
enticing players to break contracts and 
receiving great rewards in return. The 
agent became soccer's new bogeyman. 


In Australia we spent the last two 
years wondering how the hell so much of 
our playing talent reached Europe while 
so little money was received in retum. 
We were not alone. Most countries 
throughout the world were experiencing 
similar problems. FIFA decided to act 
and issued regulations stating that other 
than a close relative, only a licensed 
agent is allowed to be involved in 
negotiations with a club on behalf of a 
player. As the SocAus ad suggests, to 
qualify as a licensed agent “applicants will 
be required to meet strict criteria, 
including knowledge of FIFA statutes and 
regulations and Australian Commercial 
law". What it failed to mention was that a 


200,000 Swiss franc bond also needs to 
be paid to FIFA. 

Using an unlicensed agent could see a 
player fined up to 50,000 Swiss francs 
and/or be suspended, a club have its 
entire management suspended and 
banned and agents lose their bond and 
license. Of course, clubs and players 
who deal with unlicensed agents are 
unlikely to go telling FIFA about it, so 
actually catching one in the act is difficult. 


Although FIFA's licensing of agents 
occured independantly of the Stewart 
Report, it represents Soccer Australia’s 
best hope of dealing with the issues 
raised by the report. 

' stil believe that SocAus should go a 
step further and set up a pane! that will 
monitor every transfer overseas. This 
would go a long way to ensuring our 
young players and clubs aren't ripped off. 
With over 100 Australian players 
overseas and dozens leaving each year 
(including teenagers} Aussie soccer is a 
goldmine for shady agents ({psst, kid, 
wanna play for Milan? Well, sign here). 
There are countless stories of players 
dragged to Europe on a promise of riches 
and jucrative contracts only to find 
themselves playing for obscure teams 
and receiving less money than promised. 
The licensing of agents will go a long way 
to ensuring our clubs and players get a 
fair go in their dealings with giant Eurpean 
clubs and streetwise agents. 


Aw, all right then, you can play soccer... 


The Paul Wade Grand Prix incident caused a minor furore back in March which raised the 
question of whether there is a 'banned activities list’ which is imposed by other codes such 
as the AFL. The list includes bungy jumping (for the more adventurous) and motor cycle 
riding and until recently included saccer. Yep, soccer. Obviously this has nothing to do 


with the inclusion of Collingwood into the Ericsson Cup (then again...), but it is amazing that 
the AFL has always approved of players indulging in competitive basketball which has been 
responsible for a number of serious injuries in recent years, while soccer has far greater 
‘tactical’ similarities to the indigenous game and would be expected to be a useful training 
exercise - if for no other reason than to provide a bit of variety. 
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Happy 20th Anniversary? 


April 2, 1997. It is less than a year away and it will be a significant milestone 
in Australian sport. Why? Because it will mark the twentieth anniversary of a 
national sporting competition. 


It is something that the soccer community should take great pride in. It has faced a huge 
range of problems and had little blueprint to work with. It was pioneering stuff in the 70's and 


one could reasonably argue that other sports have learned from soccer's mistakes while soccer 


may not have. Be that as it may, soccer has a real chance to show the rest of the sporting 
country that we know how to put on a show. The organization of the 1993 World Youth Cup 


was widely applauded and the people involved should be invited to participate in what could be 


the greatest day of domestic soccer in the nation's history. 

Now for the hard part. What would be appropriate? Staring at all Victorians (and much of 
the rest of OZ, no doubt) is the blanket coverage of the AFL Centenary Season. For me, its a 
bit of a misnomer because the AFL is nowhere near 100 years old - that's another argument - 
but either way there has been much to applaud in the way they have handled it. The legends 
line-ups and various all-star games have brought back a flood of memories and given 
yesterday's heroes a chance to complete peoples “Where are they now?" files. 

That's not meant to be funny either... | There are various functions for those who have 
contributed to the game in a variety of ways as well as the games themselves of course - 
historic in many cases - where traditional rivalries really are traditional rivalries. 

Which brings us to soccer's history. The only fixture fram 2/4/77 that could be ‘re-enacted’ 
on 2/4/97 is Sydney Olympic v South Melbourne. That won't please fans of Marconi, Ad City, 
West Ad or even Heidelberg (!) but lets think about doing something REALLY big on 2/4/97. 


Maybe a double-header at the SFSt. Maybe UTSO could play South Melbourne at Wentworth 


Park, as | believe the venue was in 1977. Maybe an end-of-season A-Leaque XI v the 

Euroroos, to be used as a warm-up / exhibition leading into the World Cup qualifiers with New 
Zealand. Whatever the decision, we should REALLY make an effort to celebrate twenty years 
of national league soccer. Sure, we've had our ups and downs, but it doesn't get much worse 


than it did eighteen months ago and soccer is entitled to celebrate the positive changes over the 
past twenty years. Clearly the administrators have nothing major in mind, or maybe they can all 


keep secrets. But let's all have a think about it and devise an event worthy of the occasion. 


One item that should already be in the planning stages is the anniversary magazinef 
book/CD ROM/Videoltelevision special that will provide an adequate souvenir for the fans. 
You're probably sick of this perennial 'SU' whinge but not since the days of the ‘Soccer Action 


Yearbook's in the mid 1980's have such records been printed in a convenient package and it is 


up to SocAus to get the right people on the job NOW! All contributors. should be actively 
encouraged and acknowledged. What we really want is a FULL history of the game here in 
Australia. Not the just the winners, but all the participants. Let's make it 300-400 pages full of 
everything you ever wanted to know about Oz soccer. What was the final standings of all the 
state leagues prior to the formation of the national competition? How many games did Sergio 


Melta play each season? Why was Preston docked four points prior to the 92/93 season? Who 


was Mooroolbark’s player of the year in 1977? What was the real reason behind St George's 
retegation in 1991? The list goes on.... 


The book will be big. Maybe 400 pages. Maybe more. It may cost as much as thirty or fifty 
dollars. But it is a book that will always sell a few if marketed properly and will allow future fans 


to obtain a piece of history at a reasonable price. Yes, it would be a huge task and it would 
require an army of contributors. But look at the benefits. Until it is done, the task will only get 


bigger. Once it is done we need only produce an annual publication to complete the full set. It 


is obvious there is a number of keen Statisticians out there and it would be interesting to know 
who has what. Are people interested in sharing their information? Do they have it on disk? 
Windows, perhaps? Is there an Aussie cousin af ‘Statto’ who fills out endless VANA exercise 
books? If anybody out there matches the above descriptions, let us know. You may be glad 
you did. 


Some lessons from America? 


In the end it was perfectly scripted. Eric Wynalda - one of the pin-up boys 
of USA '94 and one of the many returning 'mercenaries' - got the only goal of 
the game to give the new US national league the start they'd dreamed of. 


31,683 peaple watched history unfold amidst pomp and ceremony and one suspects 
that it was only the first of many sell-out crowds in the inaugural season. Although that is 
pure speculation it is a fair prediction given the amount of pre-season work the 
administration was able to putin. The league is two years late, but that is two extra years 
Alan Rothenberg and co have had it get it right. Agreements were reached with a variety of 
media outlets including an 'MLS Notes’ column twice a week in USA Today, AP ninning a 
minimum 200 word match report on every game and a daily column in some foreign 
language newspapers. Naturally, corporate sponsorships are in places covering most 
angles, including Honda as ‘Official Vehicle’. 


Closer to the field of play, the player management initiatives put in place by the 
authorities have ensured a well-balanced league which will hopefully prevent the type of 
dominance enjoyed by the NY Cosmos first time around. It includes the placement of 
international stars with teams supported by the appropriate ‘ethnic’ communities and itis a 
tactic likely to be extended if the ‘ethnic’ communities have their way. One banner spotted 
at the opening game suggested at least two fans would come back if a Mexican player was 
signed. Whether this ‘placement! tactic will backfire by alienating the mainstream Yank is 
open to debate but perhaps the mainstream US sports fan is not necessarily needed. 
Sure, they are wanted, but many ‘boutique’ stadiums will be filled and a pro-league is a 
genuine possibility. Besides, they accept they cannot be the number one sport, They are 
happy to be ranked fifth. All they want is a professional leaque, and this means treating 
the fans like paying customers. Even the little things are compulsory. Like a digital clock 
counting down from 45 minutes which will stop only when major injuries are indicated by 
the referee. And the rules will be clear. For example, on receiving his 5th, 8th, 11th yellow 
cards in the regular season a player will cop a ane match ban. One red card means a one 
match ban. A second red card means a two match ban. A third red card and you're off to 
see the commissioner. 


The concept of the national! federation owning the contracts of all the players is another 
unusual step, although the advantages of getting players released for national team duty 
certainly won't be a huge problem. National coach Steve Sampson knows the benefits of 
such a system and is not being ridiculous when he suggests the US may be able to "mount 
a legitimate challenge" for the 2010 World Cup. Not hosting it, winning it. 

The pooling and placement of players has enabled the commissioners to accurately 
gauge the depth of talent in the league, and although expansion is inevitable the 
administrators are determined to keep the standard of play high. Team squads will be 
frozen on May 15th, with each team restricted to four foreigners. Further teams are not 
expected to be admitted for at least three years. By then the whole circus may have 
calmed down a bit, giving the investors a chance to digest the expected losses of maybe 
$50 million in the first three years. Maybe it has been these expected losses that has left 
the league still ‘owning’ three of the ten franchises, and re-location of teams - so much a 
part of the American sports culture these days - is certainly on the cards but it would be a 
very pessimistic person to predict the early death of MLS. 


Of course it wouldn't be America without some truly fingers-down-the-throat marketing. 
The Kansas City Wiz is a name from hell, and certainly didn't need a slogan like "Let's Go 
Wiz”. But with the Australian Olympic delegation headed for Chicago in May it will be 
interesting to see if anyone has a chat with MLS officials about a variety of topics - 
including marketing. | mean, if you're in the neighborhood... 
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Anthony Fensom brings us up to date with events at Suncorp 


HYUNDAI TREBLE WITHIN REACH 


The Brisbane Strikers have arrived at the ‘business end’ of the season well placed to make 
a determined assault upon the championship title. With just three matches remaining, the 
Strikers are in fourth position in a tightly contested top six, with Marconi, the Knights and 
Olympic ahead, and the two Adelaide clubs barely one point behind. With such a battle for 
finals positions, any slip-ups in the remaining matches could be critical, and Brisbane's 
traditional less than impressive record in such crunch matches does not inspire confidence. 
However, Brisbane have the advantage of two ‘winnable’ games out of its last three (away to 
Wollongong, home to South Melboume), before the final away game to UTS Olympic. 


When first reporting upon the Strikers in November 1995, an apt summation of the team 
was the heading: " The potential for success is there, but even the most optimistic wouldn't 
talk about a Hyundai treble" ( Hyundai being the sponsors of last years AFL and rugby league 
champions, and more recently, the Strikers). Having witnessed the team's battle to cement a 
place in the top six, an unbeaten run of twelve matches, followed by the plummet of three 
successive home defeats, the best phrase to use now would be ‘guarded optimism’. The 
Strikers have assembled a team which can trouble any defence in the league - at home. 


With the away match statistics of fifteen games, four wins, three draws and eight lossses, 
seven goals scored and twenty-one conceded, the Strikers away record does not inspire 
confidence. in such a context, the 0-0 away result to Adelaide City was viewed almost as a 
victory for Brisbane, considering the fact that the club are yet to score a goal against City at 
Hindmarsh Stadium. However in Brisbane's defence, coach Bruce Stowell has been unable to 
assemble his first-choice team for some weeks now, with the long-term absences of Sean 
Cranney and Glen Gwynne, and irregular appearances of leading strikers Frank Farina and 
Rod Brown, in addition to the injury problems suffered by Alan Hunter, Steve Jackson and 
Danny Wright. 


The Strikers demonstrated their potential with a 6-1 hammering of the hapless Morwell 
Falcons in Round 28, where Frank Farina contributed two goals (and a great deal of build-up 
work), Brown 2, with Polak and Battistin also scoring. Morwell Falcons fans must have 
wondered what made their team so attractive to entice Brisbane's best crowd of the season, a 
record 8,500. However, this crowd figure was considerably inflated by a pre-match Atlanta 
Olympics fund-raiser and march past of a few thousand junior footballers. 


Considering the club's previous best crowd of approximately 8,000 against the champions, 
the Melboume Knights, the Strikers could perhaps be hopeful of approaching the 10,000 mark 
for a long overdue finals game in Queensland. The infighting in rugby league has been 
capitalised on by the Strikers and the Brisbane Bears (the AFL team), with the Strikers offering 
free entrance for ali Crushers season-ticket holders (the rugby teague club which shares 
Suncorp Stadium). 


Unfortunately for the Strikers, the crowd fell back to 4,000 for the following home game on 
Easter Monday against the rejuvenated Canberra Cosmos. A black-out halfway through the 
first half did little to improve a lacklustre effort by the Strikers, with the Cosmos denied a 
sizeable lead only through poor finishing and some excellent shot-stopping by Clint Bolton. 
Demonstrating the Strikers lack of potency without Frank Farina ( the former international was 
resting an injury), Brisbane only began to play like finals contenders after an expertly-placed 
free-kick from Socceroo Jason Polak. The goal frustrated the Cosmos, and shortly after Troy 
Cranney volleyed home inside the eighteen yard box to establish a 2-0 lead with only minutes 
remaining. Canberra again would rue some poor finishing, yet are certain to trouble other 
finals contenders before the season is completed. 
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Brisbane were also fortunate to achieve a home victory against the Newcastle cellar- 
dwellers, going behind initially before Alan Hunter converted a penalty (Farina declined the 
invitation after his previous efforts), and Farina then capitalised on a goalkeeping error from 
Newcastle's Adam Fittock. However once again the Strikers conceded a goal within the fast 
ten minutes as the defence allowed Ciayton Zane to walk into the penalty box and score. 
Yet again it was the class of Farina which won the day, Farina volleying expertly into the roof 
of the net after a Brad Dillon chip over the defence with only one minute of normal time 
remaining. : 

Such a late escape against Newcastle and an unconvincing win against the Canberra 
Cosmos has not inspired confidence for the club's finals campaign. However, winning games 
despite playing poorly is the sign of a strong team, and if Brisbane can repeat performances 
such as against Sydney Olympic { 3-1) and Adelaide City (7-1), the prospects of a Hyundai 
treble may not yet be beyond contemplation. 


An outsider’s view.... 


On April 20, ‘SU’ was fortunate enough to attend the Strikers / Sth Melb match at Suncorp 
Stadium - a match that looked a comfortable win for Brisbane on paper - but there's no need 
to give a match report ‘cos that's not what we found important. What we were bemused by 
was the atmosphere. An orderly queue at the entrance gate was the first pleasant surprise 
with Strikers members selling lucky scorecard tickets for a buck a time. After 2 tickets 
revealed 7-2 (an outside possibility given South’s defence) and 4-9 (no chance whatsoever) | 
decided to save the rest of my money for the bar. The programmes had already sold out 
which was probably my own fault for getting to the stadium so close to game time but 
identification of the participants now depended on access to a good seat. 

Arriving tate with a small group makes this impossible. 5,997 spectators situated on one 


spectators are forced to sit too far from the action. Elevation is fine, but being elevated nea 
a comer flag makes a ‘one-way traffic’ sort of game difficult to follow for 45 minutes. 


side of the ground - staring at an empty Ron McAuliffe Stand all night - means many of the Pp 
r 


Surprisingly, we were all asked to observe Anzac Day five days early with a rendition of 
‘The Last Post' followed by the obligatory silence. No chance of silence following the 
national anthem though as club mascot Thor ted the Strike Squad through various chants 
including that boring old chestnut "Here we go, Here we go" etc, On the debit side of the 
aural ledger however was sponsor announcements during stoppages in play and although it 
is great exposure for the sponsors it is really irritating for someone not accustomed to it. 
Maybe northemers are more tolerant. 


They certainly are with their players. For the opening 45 minutes Brisbane struggled to 
break down a resolute South and failed to genuinely test Petkovic. If not for Farina's genius 
in the second half the supporters may have chewed their nails all the way to the elbow, 
nervously observing the patient possession play rather than urging their team to attack, 
attack, get on with it type of support associated with, say, Old Trafford. Strike Squad 
excepted, of course. SS teader Stewart Holmes 


The sight of so many autograph-hunting kids on the ground after the match made me feel 
sure that the future of Australian soccer is bright. It's a great advantage to be able to do itin 
almost total safety. | can’t imagine it ever happening at a South melb / Knights match. 

| don't know why some clubs get fined for allowing the ‘friendly invasions' while other clubs 
have a blind eye tumed towards the practice. 


Footnote: 'SU' would like to thank Strikers marketing chief Pat Hanson for his hospitality on 
the night and look forward to returning the favour when the Strikers are next in Melboume. 
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e UTS Olympic v Sydney United - Nov 19, 1995 
P rO 2Ta Mm VL é R ev 1 ecw 36 pages (17.75 pp of ads) - Size 200mm x 270mm 


Now I know we have already reviewed at UTS programme this season. But they've changed the style 


The inaugural A League season is fast coming to a close. By the time you read this, the contest of the programme, so it 's worth having a look at the 'new' programme. The front cover makes an 

for the top six places should be a little clearer although at the beginning of April, judging from immediate impact with glossy paper and a B & W photo of the UTS squad. Blues News has spot 

the way results have been going, nothing is certain. To date, our resident reviewer has looked colour and the match details are given ‘down the side’ and along the bottom. There is a ‘donation’ price 
at programmes from nine of the 12 A League clubs. Newcastle Breakers is added to the list in j on the front cover. Looks good on the outside, let's look inside. 

this issue of SU, whilst the Knights was reviewed in SU before the series started. So that just ; : . 

leaves Morwell Falcons. If anyone has a Falcons programme, P.L.E.A.S.E,, send one to | Covet = As deseribed shove. 2 «Ad. 3 = Club diréctory board, honours + 

Brisbane for inclusion in SU 13. It would be nice to have a complete set in the first season of 4 Eee» Repent me Tar SO Spor tines Clas farts Report 7 


5 - Ad, 6 - Player profile, 7 - Ads. 8 - Straight Shooting with Uncle 


the A League. Most programmes have come from you, the supporters, and that's great. Your Stavros! (True & it is an interesting read) + ad. 9 - Ad. 10 - Flashback 





: 

support has been much appreciated. Thanks are also due to Adelaide City, UTS Olympic and to 1962 + ad. 11 - Ads + photo.12 - Whistle Stop, understanding refs. 13 - f 

Canberra Cosmos who took the trouble to send programmes for review. The inclusion of some Ads. 14 - Ad + photo. 15 - Promo for celebrity match. 16/17 - League tables, i 

Non A League issues has also been good, adding variety for the reader. With the winter break top scorers, results to date, squads. 18 - Ads. 19 - Memories of Pan 2 

due soon, there will be plenty of opportunities to review other programmes. We know that our Hellenic, 20/21 - Ads + photos. 22 - Ad. 23 - Ads + Photo.24- Ads+ photo. 

A . : : 25/26/27 - Ads. 28 - Ad + Juniors report, 29 ~ Ad. 30 -All fixtures and a 

resident reviewer has a few up his sleeve so there should be plenty to keep us going. Remember results Rnds 1 -17. 31 - Ad. 32/33 - Blank! for Autographs. 34 - Ad (of i 

the address to send programmes to is:- sorts). 35 - Cont from 30, Rnds 17 - 33. 36 - Full colour player photo. g 

Ewen Anderson, PO Bex 5155, Alexandra Hills OLD 4161 3 

Whilst there are too many ads, UTS mix photos in with them to Pi 

On with this months review and perhaps we will get a little closer to deciding the inaugural winner of break up the pattern. There are 8 articles to read and 8 photos 
the prestigious SU Golden Programme award.... Read on...... inside (6 action). It's a good mix and a good read. Also an 


improvement on the earlier programmes. 
Newcastle Breakers vy Melbourne Knights - Noy 3, 1995 


24 pages (14.5 pp of ads) Size 148mm x 211mm Australia v Scotland - May 31, 1967 (Adelaide) 
Airy. om 16 pages (5 pp of ads) - Size 184mm x 241mm 
7 A simple programme cover which features the Breakers’ colours but is mainly white with black print. é 
It is one of a very few number of programmes in the A League that quotes a selling price on the front With Australia having just ventured to Hampden to take on the Scots, I thought I'd take the Ar 
cover. The match details are clearly given, albeit that no Kick Off time is given, but the programme opportunity to look at a programme from when Scotland met Australia at Norwood Oval, Adelaide, : 
itself is built around a pre-printed shell of adverts. Without further delay, let's turn the pages and have some 29 years ago. A real stroll down memory lane! It's not the glossy issue that we might expect to 
a look inside! see these days but it does serve as a reminder of what was issued in the past. The front cover indicates 
the two opponents but their is no mention of the date or the venue. The colours are Green and Gold 
Cover - As mentioned already, mainly white with spot colour at the top and Navy and Yellow at the bottom. The price? Just 20 cents. Let's look inside! 
and the match details in black. An individual programme number Cover - As above. 2 - Ad from the sponsors of the tour. 3 - Welcome 
is faintly shown. 2 - A page featuring all the Major and Oe LL rere we nr a Scotland = i. fay alam rer hae eeneah ede wet i= 
q je! Manager). + - Ad. 5 - Review o ni 
Associated sponsors. 3/4/5/6/7/8 - Ads. 9 - Kossie's Corner. (A : ~ AUSTRAL A iy sl So Midis ke Secie Teeee Frcs, cae 


bit more imagination and we might have had Kossie's Korner), 
+ match details and club address. 10 - Player of the Year 
progress points + ad for the Australia v NZ game at Breakers 
Stadium. 11 - Squads & both club logos. 12 - Statistics. This 


Morgan, John (sic) McCalliog. Jim Cruickshank, Eddie McCreadie and 
many more. But no Eddie Thomson! 8/9 - The squads & a grid for putting 
in the players who take the park. (Those old fashioned positions and a 2.3,5 
formation). 10/11 - Profiles of the Australians. Cliff van Blerk, John 
Watkiss, Ray Baartz, John Warren (age 24), and Attila Abonyi amongst 
them. The coach was Josef Venglos. The players came from APIA, Hakoah, 
JUST, Stavia-Melbourne, South Sydney-Croatia, Wallsend and St George 





BREAK Er S SAM weeks & next weeks A League fixtures, Breakers Hotline info, 


MEL BOURNE SOMCHTS A League and Youth League tables. 13 - Welcome to the | 


FRIDAY Int November 1995 





1995/96 ERICSSON CUP i Knights, a good wrap for the Knights + Goalscorers (Youth and amongst others. 12 - Ad. 13 - A review of who's toured in the past. There's 
semmuoeee . i Ist team) + Rogue's Gallery - 1st team players accumulated : China, India, Palestine. South Africa, the Czechosloyakian Bohemians, 
points from bookings! Now that’s a first in my opinion. 14 - j TO OVIMAN ID) Canada, NZ, China again, plus numerous club sides including a Puerto 
Youth News, a good truthful article on the youth side + squad. : Fican (sic) one. Australia went to the West Indies!, NZ and New Caledonia. 
. Cr Proctuuant onet . a a 
15 - Players’ Page - Profile on Ralph Maier, a Newcastle stalwart + Player 's Player of the Year { The aim then (as now) was for aa ig reach the World od finals. 
progress. 16 - Fixture list and includes results, scorers + attendances. Others take note! : Kat Beate oo tae nae meee fat tennly 
17/18/19/2021 - Ads. 22 - Ad + Supporters Club Ad. 23/24 - Ads. ; ' 1 


Hands up who is prepared to say they remember the game and the tour itself. There were other 
Internationals played by Scotland whilst here, but there is no mention of them in the programme. — 


There's a number of good things about this programme. It doesn't pretend to be what it isn’t but the Definitely a collector's item to allow you a stroll down memory lane 


wrap around shell of adverts is something that I feel does very little for a programme. Breakers is a 
club that has hard working supporters so look out for improvements next year. 


ot 


Chris Kunz journeys down memory lane and 
into the ghost town of Joadja. 


| had just finished reading about Ned Zelic's elation at being the first Australian selected 
to play for a World XJ, when the phone rang... It was Leonie Knapman, owner of the 
magnificent, antique ‘Atkinson Price Challenge Cup’ and chief organiser of the Joadja 
Open Weekend on March 23 - 24. Would |, she asked, like to play for the World X! against 
the Joadja side in the historic re-enactment of that famous game of May 24, 18877 

| was stunned - | had only anticipated being a spectator! Poor Ned, | thought, beaten to 
the punch by a fellow Canberran... 

A minute later | was on the phone to Ziggy Spilarewicz, former Scotland Under 23 
representative and Joadja captain for the day. Yes, i would be honoured to take part, but I 
had not played a game for eight years! | wouldn't be very mobile, but could guarantee a 
few tricks, including the unique Kunz Roll - a forward roll on the run with the ball between 
the feet.. Poor Ned, | thought again. | had shown him the Kunz roll after the 8 year old 
Zelic was introduced to me when my Canberra City Kid's Squad show visited Canberra's 
Holt Primary in 1979. Perhaps Dortmund would have kept him if he had shown the 
courage to try it! Danny Moulis had at least practised it, though Manis Lamond had told me 
he thought one didn't have the time - you make time Manis! People pay money to be 
entertained... é 


Sunday March 24 was a fine day, As | headed west, out of the NSW Southern 
Highlands town of Mittagong, | wondered how many people would be hitting the high road 
to Joadja. A couple of tums and a few printed Joadja-arrowed signs later and | realised | 
was not alone - a column of cars stretched forward as far as the eye could see, while a 
similar image was being constructed in my rear-view mirror! 

lrealised that the vast majority were there to trek through the bush to the ten marked 
sites where ruins of their Scottish forebears’ life lay - but at least the football would have an 
audience. The cars snaked their way off bitumen and onto the 10km of unsealed road that 
wound past hill, increasingly thick bush, the occasional orange-attired State Emergency 
Service worker and into a valley scarcely touched in a century. This was only the second 
time since the town shut down in 1900 that it had been opened for the public. 


1 looked around at the high and densely-forested hills that seemed to lock the valley of 
Joadja Creek into a time warp and reflected on the jaumey undertaken by the Sydney 
Selection those 109 years earlier. They had taken a three and a half hour train trip south to 
Mittagong and then boarded a contractor's engine on the colliery line for the rest of the 
adventure. It was described in the foreign journat The Scottish Umpire’ in 1888: 


"You get yourself weil shaken up for about two hours, doing a 20 mile 
distance. You get out at the top of the hill, at the bottom of which is Joadja, 
and the Said hill is, without a word of lie, 4,000 feet high.’ 


Having been driven up to the scary peak of Hobart's 4,000 ft Mt Wellington just four 
days later - | think the Sydney boys were suffering the effects of a long journey! 


‘You have to go down this hill, and you have to watch you don't break your 
neck, and when you get there the boys take the advantage of you and give 
you a good licking. When they started the Southem Cross F.C. up there 
[1887] they asked a team fo go up from Sydney. We managed to get up a 
fair team, thinking that it was a soft thing, but we found ourselves mistaken 
as they beat us 2 to nil.’ 





Itwas May 24, 1887 (the Queen's Birthday holiday), 6 years , 6 months and 13 days 
after Ned Kelly was hung, 15 months and 14 days before Jack The Ripper’s first victim 
would be discovered, and one year prior to the founding of England's Football League. 
The players of the Southem Cross F.C. of Joadja Creek had all been Scottish immigrant 
shale and oil miners from the West Calder region. The sumames in their squad that day 
are now well strewn across the Australian landscape - Henderson, Mathers, Kerr, Cowie, 
Bums, Russell, Brown, Dunn, Dawson, Dick, Thompson, Wilson and Swan. 


As | strode through the sea of cars lying motionless in the midday sun, the significance 
of the occasion began to hit me. Now, | was crossing the same ground those players had 
done, to recreate that day and play the first game of football in the valley in almost half a 
century! 

Those guys sure knew how to protect their heritage - a huge oak tree now stood on 
what was the old field, dominating the only truly flat ground in the area. Our modem 75 x 
35 m cordoned-off version lay perpendicular to the old and featured a significant and varied 
slope, diagonal gullies to trap the unwary and rock-hard ground! 

The goal posts were hewn from tree timbs and forked at the top to hold the ‘crossbar’. 
To complete the authentic feel, the Joadja side (all of Scottish descent) wore tam-o'- 
shanters and sported Scotland's navy blue with red socks. | had a suspicion when | was 
handed my ‘Joadja Creek Charity Match 1996' inscribed 'Rest of the World’ white shirt, that 
Ziggy and his mates were trying to recreate a Scotland v England match as well. 


To my knowledge, t had never played in a rigged game before, but we were all 
reminded before kick-off that Joadja had to win, to be once again presented with that 
trophy. 

The team squads of eleven were piped on to the field by a band and welcomed by a crowd 
of around a thousand who had ringed the area and occupied vantage points under the 
shade of the surrounding gums. Others among the thousands more trekking through the 
valley paused to watch. . 


It was warm and the air was still, but the football proved to be of quite a high standard. 
No tackling was allowed and the players who aged between 16 and 61 took turns to appear 
in what was a six-a-side match, Players were revived by kilted stretcher bearers who 
carried a bottle of scotch - nobody took proceedings too seriously. Joadja took an early 
lead and was two up by the time | came on. 


I started with a back heel, finished with some ball juggling and in between managed a 
sedate version of the Kunz Roll. To my surprise (and my wife’s horror, as she had thought | 
might convert my actions into quadriplegia), the period-dressed referee stopped the game 
and insisted, along with the ground commentator that | do it again for the cameras. | 
survived and the game finished when the referee failed to consult his fob watch, concluding 
the second half early. Joadja had just scored their fourth and won by a single goal. 


The Cup was presented once again and we all received a small engraved trophy and 
were allowed to keep our shirts as a momento. [t was at this time that | realised to my 
surprise and slight embarrassment, that | was the only player to be invited from outside the 
region - all the others were connected with the Mittagong-based Highlands United Soccer 
Club. As | left the area - and slipped back into permanent retirement - | wondered what 
those players of Southem Cross FC would have thought of it all. The traffic jam on the 
single lane road out gave me time to reflect on the historic occasion and the great honour 
of once more playing for Australia’s oldest existing soccer trophy. 


ae 


Sean Babic - with his first possession after coming on as a substitute with five 
minutes remaining - effectively ended South Melbourne's season when he accepted a 
telling pass from the halfway line and slotted the bail past Michael Petkovic. 

But the reaction of the predominantly Greek crowd was not what you may have 
expected. ‘SU' witnessed the end of an era, and it wasn't pretty.... 


show faith 


Given the number of times South Melboume have snatched victory from the jaws of defeat 
this season, it was remarkable that the Blues fans were so apprehensive prior to their crucial 
match against Sydney United at the Bob Jane Stadium on March 31. Only two weeks earlier 
the Blues had been twelve points outside the six, but a run of three straight victories (against 
teams also placed outside the six} left them in a position where they could cut the deficit fo 
four points with a victory over SU. 





For the few hundred Melboume Knights supporters in attendance, the first half was very 
enjoyable. South went behind after four minutes with Lamond heading home and the 
realisation suddenly hit the home fans that the end of the season was nigh. What their team 
badly needed was some rousing support, but the crowd of about 6,000 remained 
predominantly sitent. Sydney United dominated the half and could easily have been 4-0 up at 
the break but for some wasteful finishing. 


! watched the match beside a bloke from England who was attending his first A-League 
match. After the obligatory whinge about the standard of play he made some pertinent 
comments about the nature of the crowd. Quite often the crowd tured on their team when a 
pass went astray, or the defence watched as Lamond sprinted through,or a through ball 
caught Curcija offside, but when the most unlikely of equalisers materialised early in the 
second half - from one of those lucky goals you only dream about - the crowd went ‘off’ as 
usual. The entire atmosphere inside the ground was transformed. After accepting the 
inevitable for an hour the fans were suddenly going to survive for another week. The crowd 
lifted - inspiring the players in the process - and bedlam threatened when Popovic was sent off 
with twenty minutes remaining for tangling with Blatsis. 


At that point |! was convinced that South Melboume were destined to make the finals. 
Frank Arok had been saying it for months, but | put his ravings down to a need to keep 
confidence high, After all, if you hear something often enough you start to believe it. 

Sean Babic changed ail that with his strike five minutes from time, and the celebrations from 
the Knights supporters behind the northem goal threatened to provoke retribution from the 
Hellas Hooligans. Yet even the hardcore support accepted their heroes weren't good enough 
and started planning major surgery at the end of the season. 


First up is the defence, where some young talent must be given time to blossom, but the 
more experienced players have shown they are lacking the intelligence to succeed at the 
required level. No need to name names, they have been around for a while and have failed to 
reach the required level. It's time they were shown the door. We've suggested before that 
SM wouldn't win a title with Anastasiadis in goal and now that Michael Petkovic has arrived we 
can say it again - for certain. 





At the other end, the departure of the inconsistent Kelic should have provided Daniel 
Allsopp with a regular run, but he is yet to be given that chance, with Michael Curcija being 
preferred. Now that South's season is effectively over we can only hope he plays every 
game. The kid needs experience, and he needs it NOW. When Arok announced his original 
line-up against SU he decided against a reserve ‘keeper on the bench, but then changed his 
mind and dropped Allsopp, leaving Damianos and Blatsis to warm their bums with 
Anastasiadis. Given this was a game South HAD to win, it was disappointing to see Allsopp 
- a genuine forward - get the short straw. How they could have used him in the final thirty 
minutest 

In midfield of course they have Petersen and Trimboli and if it wasn't for their 
inventiveness throughout the Season South Melboume's season would have been over by 
February. | guess Melbourne fans can be grateful they were at least given a run for their 
money. After the roller-coaster ride of the past few years there is one positive to come out of 
this slump, At least they won't lose FIVE preliminary finats in a row! 


STOP PRESS! - AROK SACKED WITH THREE GAMES TO GO 


In a bombshell announcement just three games from the end of the season, South 
Meiboume terminated the services of Frank Arok and appointed Angie Postecoglou as 


caretaker coach until the board decides on it's next move. We will devote a fittle more space 
to the Arok dismissal in next month's 'SU', but in the meantime have a browse at how Frank 
himself saw the past six months. 





Six months with Frank Arok... 


Nov 26 - “The problem is we haven't got a settied side" 

Dec 15 -" I've never had a signed contract with anyone, not even when | was national 
coach".,.."South Melbourne has an honorable man in George Vasilopoulos and I'm not 

worried about anything else". : 

Dec 26 - "We would never have lost the game with Davidson playing. He is a big loss but 

sooner or later he had to go back and we have to leam to cope with it" 

Dec 30 ‘The club have told me [ won't be forgiven for the 7-1 defeat Marconi inflicted on 

South Melbourne until we score seven goals with me in charge” 

Feb 4 - “We have to knock everyone off here {at home) if we're going to make the six" -——- 
Feb 26 - "These national team games will cost us a place in the six” id 
Mar 2 - "That's just about us out of the top six race now" vm 
Mar 17 - “Unfortunately, apart from players there are officials and they make the decisions 

and that guy made two bad decisions and we lost the game” 

Mar 22 - "Remember, Houdini was a Hungarian" 

Mar 24 - "Lazarus was a beginner compared to us” 

Mar 24 - “| would like to be heckled by 10,000 supporters because that would mean they 

would be here watching us” 

Mar 27 - “This win (against Wollongong) and a win against Sydney Utd on the weekend 

could put us right back into the race” 

Mar 31 - No comment 

Apr 6 - "We might miss out on the finals but we're going to spoil the fun for everyone else” 


But wait, there’s more! 
Frank Arok has been appointed coach of Victorian Premier League club Port Melboume, 
replacing Takis Svigos who had guided Port Melboume to the minor premiership last season 


only for the Sharks to miss the grand final. Port are currently 11th (of 14) with only nine 
points from their first ten games. It will take some typical Arok magic to get his new team into 
the finals again this season and it will be interesting to see whether many South Melbourne 
Players guest for the Sharks during the close season. As we say, stay tuned....\ 
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NORTHERN NSW SOCCER 
COMPETITION COMMENCES 


By Graham Parsons 


Northem NSW First Division club Highfield Wolves are poised to equal former First 
Division (now NSW State Super League ) club Adamstown Rosebuds’ record of five 
successive premierships when the Northern NSW NBN Television First Division competition 
kicks off on 23rd March. 


The Wolves’ club has undergone an almost total transformation since last season with 
former coach Joe Senkalski (now with the Breakers’ Youth Grade team) being replaced by 
the highly successful ex-West Wallsend coch Steve Bland. Many players have left the 
club; Ralph Maier, David Lowe, Gary Wilson, Troy Halpin, Craig Carter to the Breakers; 
Wayne Webb, Ross Wells & Lorenzo Saetta to Wallsend Devils and Michael Nechakoski 
to Adamstown Rosebuds. Long-serving club officials John & Maria Spero have also ieft the 
club, and new secretary Doug Nelson is predicting a promising season for the Wolves, 


Deloraine Eagles however are favourites for the title having lost Michael Boogard to 
Tamworth and Andy Roberts to the Breakers but have recruited wisely in the off-season, 
signing Danny Burt & Grant Clouten from Cessnock Hornets and Cameron Wallace from 
Westy Bluebells. 

Weston Bears will rely on their youth development program and Westy Bluebells have 
also recruited well. Cessnock Homets will fleld many local players and forever-young 
Dennis King returns for the Hornets. 

Perennial wooden-spooners Maitland Magpies are hoping to avoid their usual ladder 
position after signing three Scotsmen - Mick Rae, Steven McDonald and Kenny Robertson. 
Glen Gardner, Craig Jurd, Tony Morrison and Criag Newell have re-signed with the 
Magpies. 


Weston Bears and Highfields Wolves fought out a tight game in the final of the Tycon & 
Coca-Cola Cup pre season on Sunday 17 March with Weston winning the Cup 2-1. The 
Wolves led 0-1 at the break but two goals to the Bears sealed the win. Wallsend Deevils 
were handed third place after second division' Lambton Jaffas had to forfeit the 3rd/4th 
play-off match because the second division premiership's season-openers were played on 
the same day. 


The Northem NSW second division competition kicked off on 16th March and with a 
feast of goals scored in the round one matches (35 in total). Some big wins were recorded 
by three of second divisions' four newcomers to the competition: Dudley 8 def Belmore 0, 
Manning 6 def Thomton Park 0 and Beresford 3 def Lambton 0. The results of the other 
matches were; Belswans 6 def Singleton 1, Toronto 5 def Stockton 4 and Bedgewoi drew 
1-1 with last season's premiers South Cardiff. 


The Northem NSW Soccer Federation expanded last season's eight team second 
division to twelve teams by including new clubs Dudley-Redhead Utd, Thomton Park 
Redbacks, Beresford Utd and Manning Mustangs. 

With all the player and coaching movements that have taken place in the off-season the 
1996 first & second division competitions should make for a very interesting and exciting 
season in Northem NSW. 


FOOTNOTE: Thanks to Shane Johnson of the Newcastle Breakers for a lot of the 
information in this column. 


Changes to Law II - Who's the wiser? 


We know this sort of stuff receives little attention in the mainstream publications and 
therefore it is rare that the ramifications are discussed amongst the average supporter. 
But the changes to Law Il are a bit baffling for the SU crew so we send aut a general SOS 
for some simple education. 

FIFA have decided to reduce the parameters relating to the weight of the ball. 
Previously, the parameters were 396 - 453 grams. After a meeting in Brazil (at the 
Copacabana Palace Hotel in Rio, no less) on March 9 the parameters are now 410 - 450 
grams. Is there a scientist out there amongst you who can explain to us mere mortals 
(copyright J Warren) why the changes to Law !I are necessary? We can't help feeling that 
Adidas {with all their high-tech gadgetry) have come up with some sophisticated mumbo- 
jumbo to convince FIFA of the need for change (*** see below), but we'd really appreciate it 
if someone can tell us in simple terminology about effects on such things as swerving the 
(heavier) ball etc. For example: Does a heavier (32 panel) ball produce greater swerve 
than a lighter (24 panel) ball. Does a 32 panel ball contain a higher number of sweet spots 
- producing greater consistency in volleying? Will FIFA eventually only sanction 32 pane! 
balls? Does anyone else really care? 

Well, yes actualiy. The English FA's offices were raided in March by two European 
Commission investigators (with back-up from the Office of Fair Trading) in an effort to 
unearth documents with may have implications for national associations who have deals 
with various ba!l manufacturers. With FIFA attempting to impose levies on countries for 
use of FiFA-approved balls, are Mitre and Umbro affected by the changes to Law II? 

Has anyone out there ever weighed their balls? 


*** Anyone doubting Adidas’ tinks with the goveming body should be tmmediately sent to 
their local bookshop for a browsing session. In particular, check out the essential classic 
"The Lords of the Rings" by Vyv Simson and Andrew Jennings. Especially the start of 
Chapter 3 entitled Dassler takes Coke. And no, he wasn't mates with a certain Argentinian 
World Cup winning captain. We can't tell you too much without copyright problems but the 
guts of it revolves around his company's relationship with FIFA since Havelange (and Juan 
Antonio Samaranch) came to power. It's a good read, so go browsing one day. 

As the cover says - "The book the !OC tried to ban". It's a wonder FIFA didn't try too.... 


BEWARE OF SENILE BRAZILIAN BEARING GIFTS 
And speaking of FIFA, Joao Havelange was in Auckland recently for Oceania’s 30th 
birthday bash and following talks with Charlie Dempsey and co predicted that Oceania will 
have direct access to the World Cup in the future. The announcement caused great 
excitement in selected media pockets however Joao's RH man Sepp Blatter cautioned that 


this was not a certainty. Another example of FIFA’s power struggle gathering pace and a 
reminder that Havelange isn't the most popular man in Zurich nor is he as feared as he 
used to be. Any desperate promises he makes to us should only be seen in the context of 
an election campaign and not as a gift from Zurich. 

What Havelange giveth his successor may taketh away... 














We'd like to see that? 
Why have SBS decided to show footage of flares on the terraces during the closing credits 
of Ericsson Cup - also more commonly known as the Monday night soccer show. 
Flares have reached folklore proportions in Europe and South America but the reality on 
this continent is that they are still prohibited. 

Is SBS becoming a watchdog for the SocAus administrators? Sorry we asked.... 
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Haven't had a decent look north of Darwin for a while so settle 
back with some saki and a packet of Garam and tune in to 


CAsia Watch 


S-. League off and running 


Saturday, April 20 marks the beginning of another ‘new era’ in Asia with the 
commencement of the Singapore Professional Football League and like most progressive 
competitions there is a Web page telling you all about it. For those without access to a 
modem we feel its worth making a couple of points. 

The League is run by an eleven man Board of Directors made up of businessmen, 
sports people and others, which is in tum ‘guided! by a five man Panel of Intemational 
Advisors. One of the five is Bobby Chariton. The other four men show how serious this 
fledling project is being taken. The occupations of the four are: General Secretary, AFC; 
Chariman & CEO, J-League; General Secretary, Football Association of Malaysia; Vice 
President, Football Association of Thailand. !t's an impressive list, and one wonders what 
some ‘external’ assessment of the game in Australia might produce. 

Eight clubs were selected from ten applicants and it is interesting to note that one of the 
selection criteria was the proven record in being able to produce quality juniors, although 
the eight clubs were placed in areas based on the Urban Renewal Authority's 
recommendations on population distribution! Competition wise, it is based on the J-League 
model with two rounds culminating in a ‘final’ between the winners of the, er, two rounds. 
Foreign players have arrived from Brazil, Croatia and, yep, sure enough, Australia. {van 
Kelic will be with Tiong Bahru United alongside goalkeeper David Miller and with a budget 
of $10 million for the inaugural season the S-League may soon become another option for 
young Australian talent, depending on salary cap restrictions. 

You can't say they're not giving the fans a chance to learn about the S-League, either. 
The S-League Handbook features all the Laws of the Game, S-League rules, information 
about the board, management, clubs, officials etc... Oh yeah, and the players. That will set 
you back $30, as will the S-League commemorative issue about the birth of the league, 
and will be on sale at the opening ceremony. If you feel your life would not be complete 
without one you can call (Singapore) 3483477. 


This national league thing is catching! 


Now it’s the Thailand Soccer League, another first, where 18 teams will battle it out for one 
of four play-off berths in the Johnnie Walker League. The league will run for 30 weeks with 
5 matches every Saturday and four on Sundays. One match will be screened live each 
week. 


cAnother tournament passes us by... 


When you've got a confederation as large and diverse as Asia there is bound to be an 
abundance of regional championships and every now and again one such toumament 
threatens to really become an event. Such is the case with the Association of South East 
Asia Nations Cup. From humble beginnings as the South East Asia Peninsula Games in 
1959, it survived a cancellation in 1963 before expanding in 1977 to include Indonesia, 
Phillippines and Brunei when it became a much sought after title. Thailand have 
dominated in recent years although Singapore - third in 1995 - will look to collect the trophy 
when they host the next event in September. 

Now get this - Total prizemoney will be US$150,000 with the winners collecting a coot 
US$80,000. The runner-up gets half that. 


ftagi's miss their Z7f.§ target again 


That huge sigh of relief you heard back on March 27 was the Atianta Organizing Commitee 
after lraq were defeated 1-0 by the soon-to-be-famous 'Golden Goal’ method. The nail- 
chewing went on for a full seven minutes of overtime before the Saudis clinched the final 
qualifying berth. Apparently the security budget is big enough already... 

Anyway, entrants in the ULTIMATE tipping competition would know that Japan and South 
Korea are on their way as well and given what we know about that lot we can feel 
reasonably confident of progression should we draw any of ‘em. 


China kicks off... 


And the attendances are still good with the champions Shanghai Shenhua drawing 30,000 
to their opening fixture which was piayed in pouring rain. Rather than rest on their laurels 
the champions are rumoured to be negotiating with a few French players so maybe the 
attendances will boost the quality of the league rather than the quality of the league 
boosting the attendances, as occurs in some other countries. By the time you read this the 
Chinese should know whether they've got their men. Stay tuned.... 


fighting wars on two fronts! 


Can Japan believe it's luck? Just three months before FIFA make public their choice of 
hosts for the 2002 World Cup Finals, North Korea decides fo wander around the de- 
militarised zone and put a few scares into the South Koreans. Various eminent political 
commentators have expressed great fears for further instability in the region and one 
wonders whether the SK bid team are feeling a bit inconSeoulable at the moment. 
Sorry... 


Aaaww!?! And now for a motrey 
correction of miscerraneous vittle hits.... 


Hey Daniel, remember this guy? 

Mohamed Amor Al Kathiri, the young midfielder from Oman who made such an impression 
at the last World U-17 Championships in Ecuador, was voted Player of the Year by the 
Oman Football Federation. We wonder how that makes the toumament's top scorer feel. 
At the moment he can't even get a regular game at South Melbourne! 

Remember that name: 

South Korean champions llwha Chunma have had plenty to celebrate in recent years with 
three domestic titles on the trot as well as the Asian Club Championship. Now they have 
the SK Player of the Year - attacking midfielder Sin Tae-yong. 


Old Argentine soccer players don't die... They go to Asia an, 
25 


And not just to the land of the yen, either. Spotted lining up for Pelita Jaya is none other 
than 1978 WC hero Mario Kempes. Nostalgia buffs will be out in force when Pelita come 
up against Putra Samarinda who have signed Cameroon legend Roger Milla. 

Only in Asia - Part 1 

in the UAE, Olympic star Abdulaziz Anbari tumed up to a game without the proper 
accreditation card and had to wait on the sidelines until it arrived. He cam on in the second 
half with side 2-0 down and scored a late consolation goal. 

Only in Asia - Part 2 

In India, East Benga! won the title over Mohun Bagan by conceding fewer goals when the 
teams finished l!evet on points. Can't tell you how many 0-0 draws that format produced... 
And the Qualifiers so far... 

The Asian Cup Finals will be held in the UAE in December and the nations to qualify so far 
are China, Indonesia and Saudi Arabia. See "Look out for...” for further info. 


wee? ower 


ot 


Dear 'Studs Up' po box 53, Oakleigh Sth 3167 


First up is Cameron Atfield (Qld) who is fed up with certain elements from certain 
clubs making life on the terraces so uncertain.... and wins himself a six-issue 
subscription for the 'LotM’ in the process. 


Dear 'SU" 

The ethnic factor in Australian soccer is a crying shame, because it is this issue alone that 
retards the development of the world game in this country. | would have to agree with Nick 
Guoth's opinion expressed in SU11. 
| regularly attend Brisbane Strikers matches at Lang Park (I ain't calling it you-know-what) and | 
can truthfully say that there is never any trouble involving Strikers fans. 

But as for the visiting fans... that's another story. The only incidents have been in the round 1 
clash between the Strikers and Marconi, when two no-brainers decided to have a pitch invasion 
in the middle of play parading an Italian flag, while other Italians cheered this act of nationalism 
on from the stand (in broad Aussie accents, | might add). 

Only a few weeks ago, during our demolition of UTSO, shortly after Olympic’s goal a loud 
bang reverberated around the stadium. The police proceeded to arrest a few Greek louts down 
the northem end of the grandstand. This soured a friendly atmosphere between the Strike 
Squad and the hundred or so Olympic supporters who travelled from Sydney (who, in faimess, 
were just as disgusted by the behaviour of the hooligans). 

And as for the two Croatian teams, their Queensiand supporters have been well behaved this 
season (though | must admit to missing the Sydney United game), but in the past seasons at 
Perry Park, they have been downright nasty. This set of supporters (particularly the Knights 
Supporters) have a tamished reputation which they deserve. Whenever there is publicity of 
crowd trouble in this country, the Croatians seem to be involved. Especially, it seems, if they are 
playing a Greek team (you only have to look at last week's game between the Knights and West 
Adelaide). Have a look through United's and the Knights’ team sheets and play ‘Spot the non- 
Croatian’. Hell, the Knights even tried to get Mark Viduka to tum his back on Australia and play 
for the Croatian nationa! team. And they tried to make out that they are an Australian club, Well 
you don't fool me, fellas. 

The sooner the ethnic clubs are phased out the better. That means placing Australian clubs 
in Melboume, Sydney and Adelaide and watch the ethnic teams fall by the wayside. It can work - 
have a look at the Strikers. 

1 only hope that the Collingwood Warriors don't end up being a Greek team. As good as it all 
sounds, | can't help but have an uneasy feeling about it. | hope I'm wrong. 

Also, why wasn't John Aloisi in the Socceroo squad? | mean, he's playing - and scoring - in 
the toughest league in the world. If he's not in the Olyroo squad someone's head needs banging 
against a wall. 





Ed: Re: the Knights.. You'll no doubt be thrilled with the news that their WWW page address 
fs: knights@croatia.netau As for Aloisi, why have an attacker on the bench when you can 
have three defenders? 


Next up is Maurice Hawling who doesn't really want to repeat himself but... 


John Totikidis' logic is simplicity itself; more teams more spectators! Wouldn't it be wondertul if 
it were as simple as that. And no one thought of it before. He is pushing the same old barrow 
again that Australian soccer was pushing for decades. And where did it get us? The greatest 
game of ail but the bulk of this nation doesn't want to know about it. More clubs, more ethnic 
derbies and Bob's your uncle! 


John Totikidis is boasting that 10,000 spectators attended the derby between Hellas and 
Heidelberg. According to him it was good for Australian soccer. What | would like to know 
is: Where were those 10,000 soccer lovers when Australia played Japan in Melboume? 
Why weren't they there to support their national team? | will tell you why - because they 
don't give a damn about Oz soccer and our national team as long as they have their 
derbies. Were you there Mr Totokidis? . 

We are all Australians you say. Sure, only some more than others. Waving foreign 
flags and cheering visiting teams against Socceroos, not standing up for the Australian 
national anthem are clear indications of their loyalty and priority. Little wonder why the rest 
of the nation - Anglo or ethnic or whatever, don't give a damn. 

| will leave it at that. | have expressed my views in SUS and | don't intend to repeat 
myself. 


Finally, Peter Bayliss (NSW) reckons he has the answer for the JWCup... 


Dear ‘SU' 
Peter Saninno (SU11) makes a strong case for altering the Johnnie Walker Cup. 

The present season has 33 league games and up to 5 games in the Johnnie Walker Cup 

for a total of 38 games. Next season, the league will only be 26 games (2 rounds of 13). 

Therefore, some Coaches and players have criticised the shortened season. Soccer 

Australia has suggested increased games in the cup. What are the altematives ? 

My first suggestion is as follows : 

There should be two divisions of 7 teams as follows: 

Division Sth: Perth, Adelaide City, West Adelaide, Morwell, South Melbourne, 
Melbourne Knights, Collingwood. 

Division Nth: Canberra, Wollongong, Marconi, UTS Olympic, Sydney United, 
Newcastle, Brisbane. 


Each team would play each other team in their division on a home and away basis. 
The winner of each division would play in the final. The maximum number of games would 
be of 39 (2 rounds of 13 for the A-league, 2 rounds of 6 plus final for cup), which is similar 
to the 38 games of last season. 


My altemate suggestion is as follows: 

There should be four divisions of 3 or 4 teams as follows: 
Division Sth-West: Perth, Adelaide City, West Adelaide 
Division Nth-East: Brisbane, Newcastle, Wollongong 


Division Sth: Morwell, South Melbourne, Melboume Knights, Collingwood 
Division East: UTS Olympic, Sydney United, Marconi, Canberra 


Each team would play each other team in a four team division on a home and away 
basis (6 games). Each team would play each other team in a three team division three 
times: one team two home and one away, and the other team one home and two away (6 
games). The semi-finals woutd be between the South and South-West divisions, and the 
East and North-East divisions. The winner of each semi-final would play in the final. The 2 
maximum number of games would be 34 (2 rounds of 13 for the A-League, 6 cup games a 
plus semi-final and final for cup), which is slightly less than the 38 games of tast season. 

The advantages of the small divisions is more derby games and less travel, My suggestion 
is as follows: 

A couple of rounds could start the season; however, most of the games would be played 
mid-week, since less travel is involved compared to the A-League. The divisions would play 
altemate weeks. There should be at least one game every Wednesday so that the media 
has a game to cover every week on this day. A mid-week bye would create no problem for 
any team. 


of 


We'd like to see that! 


(Lou Maratos & the 'SU' crew have started dreaming again) 
1. The REAL Coca-Cola Socceroos play the REAL England at Wembley. 

2. The Coca-Cola Socceroos qualify for the World Cup Finals. 

3. The Coca-Cola Socceroos coach speaking English rather than some hybird 
Aberdeenian dialect. 

4, The Coca-Cola Socceroos coach not start a sentence with the word "Yeah!" 
5. The Coca-Cola Socceroos coach not express his happiness after another 
Coca-Cola Socceroo defeat. 

6 The Coca-Cola Socceroos coach giving a regular game to Paul Trimboli. 

7 The Stewart Report to be taken seriously and acted upon. 

8 A Competitive Oceania Confederation at all levels. 

9 Johnny Warren to be involved in the running of the game. 

10 The Coca-Cola Socceroos coach to have more strikers as substitutes, rather 
than defenders, “ 

11 Tony Labbozzetta to walk away from the game quietly. 

12 Full-time administrators, marketing and public relations personnel at all A- 
League clubs. 

13 Graham Amold to again score for the Coca-Cola Socceroos. 

14 Robbie Slater to score a goal for the Coca-Cola Socceroos. 

15 Eddie Thomson not coaching the Coca-Cola Socceroos. 

16 Johnny Warren as High Performance Manager of SocAus. 

17 The Coca-Cola Socceroos score an away goal. 

18 The Coca-Cola Socceroos win an away game. 

19 The Coca-Cola Socceroos play badly and win. 


20 Some results from the High Performance and Marketing Managers of SocAus. 


21 The A-League not to change in number of rounds played next season. 

22 Some A-League Merchandise in major department and sports stores. 

23 Some decent free kick and comer kick plays by the Coca-Cola Socceroos. 
24 The A-league to be a Soccer league, not some shonky Aussie Rules set-up. 
25 Live broadcasts of all Coca-Cola Socceroos matches. 

26 A full house at Coca-Cola Socceroos home matches. 

27 Supporters able to purchase the current Coca-Cola Socceroos shirt. 

28 The Coca-Cola Socceroos being invited to ANY of the regular four-nation 
tournaments around the world. 

29 The Coca-Cola Socceroos kicking off in the opening match of next years 
InterContinental Cup toumament. 


30 The Coca-Cola Olyroos making the quarter-finals of the 1996 Olympic finals. 


Win a Newcastle Breakers Shirt! 


Yep, that's right! The very kind marketing people at Breakers Stadium have 
donated to ‘SU’ one of the soon-to-be-famous 1995-96 Newcastle away shirts 
to give away as we see fit. So we thought we'd make one of you earn it. 

It's unlikely anyone will get all of these right, so we'll say highest score wins 
shall we? In the unlikely event of a tie we'll award the prize to the earliest 
received correct entry. Time to get those books out.. 


1st Half {one pointers) 


1. To two decimal places, wnat was the official time of Damian Mori's world record 
goal earlier this season? 

2. Which Australian player was sent off in the 1988 Olympic Games 1/4 final 
against the Soviet Union? 

3(a). Who once said: “I have never done this before with an opposition player, let 
alone one who has just scored three goals against my team. But ! couldn't resist 
hugging him as he came off and telling him what a little bastard he was...” 

(b). And who was he talking about? 

4. Who scored Oz's goal in the 1-5 defeat by Poland at the 1992 Olympics? 
5(a&b). Australia was suspended by FIFA in 1961 for atlowing players from which 
two countries to play without international clearances 

6. Who was assistant coach to Rale Rasic at the 1974 World Cup Finals? 

7. Who was the number one choice goalkeeper during the 1990 World Cup 
qualifying campaign? 

2nd Half (two pointers . 

8. Which famous Australian player was born on March 20, 1962? 

9. Which Australian captain once said: "I've made a name here | couldn't have in 
England . . . there | would have probably been a run of the mill club soccer player. 
But here | can't go any further, I'm captain of the Australian soccer team, and 
elected by the players. It's the greatest thing that's ever happened to me". (2 pts) 
10. What was the name of the Uruguayan defender who karate chopped Bay 
Baartz in Sydney in 1973? (2 pts) 

11. Which country did Australia defeat 5-4 in 1976? (2 pts) 

12. Who was the Australian coach when we were defeated by New Zealand for the 
first time in 25 years? (2 pts) 

13. Which famous club toured Oz in 1972 and refused to take the field in Sydney 
until they were paid the guaranteed $40,000 in cash? (2 pts) 

Extra Time (three pointers) 

14. Which Australian state entered a team in the famous Merdeka Cup between 
1967 and 1970, finishing a creditable third in 1968? (3 pts) 

15. in 1938, an international team toured Australia but only 6 of the 18 players wore 
boots. Which team? (3 pts) 

16. Which 1995-96 Ericsson Cup coach started his international career during the 
tour of New Caledonia in 1967? (3 pts) 


So, there it is folks. Maximum is 30 points but if anyone gets ‘em all we'll 
order an independent inquiry with full judicial powers. Send your entries off 
to: 

‘Studs Up’ P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 

And make sure they get in by May 17 


i Coe 


ot 


Bulletin Board 


Just another reminder that this is a FREE service, so just send us a note with the relevant 
bits and we'll be sure fo squeeze it in somewhere. So far its proved a useful source of hard- 
to-find books amongst other things, so if you've got any rare footage of John Kosmina in his 
Arsenal days or Davo at Forest or even ET at Hearts there is always someone who'll happily 
relieve you of if. At a price no doubt... 


1974 World Cup footage still sought after 


We asked about this about a year ago, but we've picked up quite a few readers 
since then so forgive us for asking again. Does anyone out there know of anyone 
who possesses video footage of the 1974 World Cup Finals matches involving 
Australia. Various snippets are available but the full 90 minutes of all three games 
is much sought after by a number of our subscribers. Money is no small object 
when it comes to chasing down this stuff, so get in touch and we'll pass on the 
details to those that need to know... 


NEWCASTLE FANS SHOULD READ THIS! 


Newcastle Breakers shirts (home style) are now available for the attractive price of 
$49. But if you want to get hold of something a bit different you can nab the away 
shirt - unable to be worn next season - for the discounted price of $40. Ring the 
club on (049) 51 2722 for size details, postage costs etc. 

And if you wanna know EVERYTHING about the Breakers you can get in contact 





with the Newcastle Supporters Club via: 
The Secretary, John Coonan - 13 Girraween St, BUFF POINT 2262 
And if all that isn't enough for ya you can check out the Breakers Internet site at: 
http://www.ozemail.com.au/n breakers 


MORE SOCCER TALK ON THE AIRWAVES 


Melbourne’s Southern FM (88.3) run a bit of a wafffe session on Thursday nights 
from 6:30 - 7:00 and is a mixture to say the least. 

As well as the usual national teague commentary there is a few odd spots. Take a few weeks 
ago for example. The choice of ‘Club of the Week’ was Carringbush - an amateur club from the 
second division whose profile would normally interest the proverbial handful of listeners. But 
after the predictable stuff the club representative was able to provide a lot of insightful comment 
due to his varied CV. General Manager, joint coach, player, club top scorer eleven out of the 
past fourteen seasons, former vice-president of the Victorian Womens Soccer Association, 
former Public Relations and Development Officer (and Level One coach, but | promised i 
wouldn't print that) and all-round reasonable sort of bloke. He gave off plenty of barbs directed at 
the VSF and even Jeff Olver (Vic Womens coach) and given his ‘get it off your chest’ attitude we 


Cisne hope that Southern FM are encouraged to get a few more credentialled amateurs in to give their 


views. A lot of it was sensible, like getting referees to go to clubs on Thursday nights, and his 
discussion with regular panellist Chris Bambridge was good stuff. Here's hoping there's plenty 
more with similar experience willing to get on the airwaves for a night. 


We hate to keep whinging about this, but if you're not a subscriber 


YOU SHOULD BE! 


After all, $16 for six issues is hardly gonna break your budget is it? 
You can even pay $30 for 12 issues if you hate writing cheques 
twice a year! Go on, support ‘Studs Up'. It might be the best 
chance you'll ever get to have your say. Oh, and it's not a bad 
read, either.... 

Send some legal tender and an appropriate note to: 


Studs Up - P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 












The Dempsey Years - available for a short time only? 


After much hassles we have finally managed to track down a limited number of 
copies of 'The Dempsey Years' (The rise of New Zealand soccer) and although we 
haven't had time to read it yet - it only arrived yesterday - we can tell you that it is 

130 pages of stuff that will make you far more knowledgable about soccer in this 
region, After copping a bucketing from most Australians for years it will be 
interesting to read the ‘other side’. 

The kind people at Oceania have suggested we can make some copies available at 
$15 + p/p so if you want out get a cheque for $18 made’out to 'Studs Up' and we'll 
send one within 24 hours. If you've ever tried to find this book you'll know how 
difficult it is to track down so remember, this could be the last time you'll see it for 
a while. Get it while you can. 


Studs Update - The ULTIMATE Tipping Competition 
Round three has come & gone with plenty tipping both the winners (South Korea - 10pts) 
and the runner-up (Japan - 6pts). Plenty of people within one good tip of the leader so get 

ready for rounds four and five which are: 
Round 4 - Pick the winner of the Ericsson Cup 
Round 5 - Pick the winner of the CONCACAF Olympic qualifers 
Entries must be in by May 10. No excuses! 
The Leaderboard: 23 - Kevin (no, I'm not cheating!) Christopher 22 - Graham Creed 
20 - Bhupinder Rai 19 - Harry (no, he's not cheating!) Georgiadis, Thomas 
Esamie Tips: Ed - Marconi, Mexico Asst Ed: Adelaide City, Mexico 


Programme collectors please note: 


We've mentioned Trevor Moore a couple of times in recent issues as someone 
who may be able to sell you various programmes and the response has obviously 


been pretty good ‘cos he'd like it to be known that most of the Socceroo 
programmes have gone but he still has heaps of NSL issues available. Send your 
requests to. 58 Tristan St, Carindale 4152. 
We can tell you he has some very good stuff... 





It's down to the business end of the season, as they say, and the Ericsson Cup 
is about to be won for the first time. Historic, eh? So don't forget to get your tip 
in for the ULTIMATE tipping competition, and have a think about EURO '96 while 

you're at it. After you've contemplated that lot make sure you also 


Look. out for..... 


MAY 

4 - Euro C3 Final 1st a - check your local guides for SBS coverage the following 
night. 

4 - 4th Afro-Asia Club Championsip - 1st leg (Orlando Pirates v Ilhwa Chunma) 

4-5 - 1st legs of Ericsson Cup first round finals 

§ - Draw for the Olympic Finafs tournament (to be conducted in Atlanta) 

5 - NSW Super League reaches the half-way stage with one team progressing straight 
to this year's Grand Final. 

8 - Euro C2 Finat - Rapid Vienna v Paris St Germain in Brussels - check your local 
guides for live SBS coverage early on the morning of the ninth... 

8 - Tajikistan host Uzbekistan in a crucial (?) Group Eight Asian Cup qualifier. 

11-12 - 2nd legs of Ericsson Cup first round finals. Or if the NSWSL is more your 
pace then Parramatta v Leichhardt looks the pick of the bunch. 

13 - Olyroos depart for the CONCACAF Olympic play-off 1st leg (Why so early? To 
watch the CONCACAF play-offs perhaps?) 

15 - Ericsson Cup Minor semi-final 

15 - Euro C3 Final 2nd leg - check local guides for SBS coverage the following night. 
18 - 4th Afro-Asia Club Championsip - 2nd !eg (ihwa Chunma v Orlando Pirates) 
19 - Ericsson Cup Preliminary Final 

22 - European Champions Cup Final - Juventus v Ajax - live from Rome. Check local 
guides for SBS telecast details. 

26 - Ericsson Cup Grand Final 

26 - 1st leg Oceania / CONCACAF Olympic play-off 


JUNE 

1 - FIFA due to announce the winner of the Japan / South Korea WC 2002 stoush 
2 - 2nd leg Oceania / CONCACAF Olympic play-off 

8 - Euro '96 kicks off - Don't forget to get your tip in..... 

10 - Asian Cup qualifying Group 5 kicks off with tran the one to watch perhaps.... 
19 - Uzbekistan host Tajikistan in the final group 8 game (see above) 

28 - UEFA Congress to be held in London 


JULY 

3-4 - 50th FIFA Congress to be held in Zurich. Watch those sparks fly... 

9 - Asian Cup qualifying group 3 concludes with Singapore hosting Thailand in what is 
expected to be the decisive match. 

14 - Ned Zelic due to line up for the FIFA All-Stars v Brazil in New York 

19 - Olympic Games begin in Atlanta, but the soccer won't... 


AUGUST 


ee Asian Cup Group 1 qualifiers kick-off with South Korea expected to win through 


ase 


WAP Asian Cup Group 6 qualifiers kick-off with Iraq expected to win through 


